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The proper use of canal water is a complicated business
and requires a well-developed civic sense and the most
honest, loyal and intelligent co-operation both between the
irrigators themselves and between the irrigators and the
canal authorities.
(c) GENERAL

(1)   The proper way to plan field channels.   The water
channel should, if possible, be laid in the middle of the acre
line, thus dividing the rectangle into ten instead of five
lines, reducing the length of channel needed and making
irrigation more efficient.   The rotation should of course be
arranged to bring each season's crops together into a
compact block.

(2)  Farmers should be ready at all times to change the
proportions of their crops or their rotation so as to make the
best use of water when it is abundant and to avoid loss
when it is scarce.

(3)  Farmers  should  make  experiments  with  various
numbers of waterings and depths of water to see how to get
the best return with the least water.

(4)  The ideal method of irrigation would be to buy and
sell water in quantity, but the Punjabi is not yet a good
enough fanner either to see the advantage of this both to
himself and to Government, or to organize himself and his
fellow farmers to carry it out.

(iv) Flood water. Bunds can be built in most of the
hilly areas to hold up water for the irrigation both of the
bed of the pond above the bund and for the watering, by
mere flooding or by canal channels, of the land below. This
work is usually left to Government, but there is no real
reason why villagers, and even whole villages, should not
join together and make their own co-operative bunds.
Naturally the cost will be far less and the stimulus of